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"So  fleet  the  ivories  of  men, 
Back  to  the  earth  again 
Ancient  and  holy  things- 
Fade  lik^  a  dream. 

— Kings  ley. 
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DEDICATION 

'Co  /Ae  /o^Jer  of  truth  and  fellowship,  who 
holds  a  confident  reliance  in  the  integrity 
of  his  fellows,  who  venerates  the  achieve- 
ments of  the  past  and  who  seel^s  always 
the  triumph  of  justice  and  the  welfare 
of  humanity,    this    booli    is 
affectionately  dedicated 
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'Tjhe  illustrations  of  the  ruined  cities  of  Central  America  shown  herein 
are  from  mural  paintings  by  Carlos  Vierra,  Artist.  'TThose  of  the  Maya 
scenes   are    from    a   sculptor  frieze  bv  Mrs.  fean  Cool^'Smilh,  Sculptor. 
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A  MAYA  PERIOD  MARKER 
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The  Order 

'S  the  iiioimnieiit  shown  on  the  opposite  page 
was  a  period  marker  iu  the  ehronologieal 
events  of  the  Maya  Race  of  antiquity,  so  also 
tile  Order  of  Aucici/f  aiid  Modern  America  marks  an 
epoeh  in  tlic  history  of  fraternal  and  commercial 
societies. 

It  was  the  rational  outcome  of  exhanstive  study  and 
investigation  of  not  only  the  present  day  associations 
of  men  in  various  orders,  hut  of  the  causes  and  ten- 
dencies of  the  social  and  commercial  conditions  which 
result  in  the  multiform  system  of  those  organizations ; 
also  the  worthy  purposes  which  the  numerous  societies 
seek  to  promote,  and  the  obstacles  which  each  in  turn 
must  face  and  overcome. 

Without  disparaging  the  laudaltle  deeds  of  other 
societies,  to  whose  liel]  if  illness  in  the  cause  of  a  better 
humanity  all  ])raise  and  honor  is  due,  the  Order  of 
Ancient  di/d  Modcru  America  claims  for  itself  the  dis- 
tinction of  offering  a  more  jirofound  solution  of  the 
problems  invoht'il  in  the  advancement  of  social  and 
commercial  activities  in  Fraternal  ( )rders. 

/^s'  Orifiiri 

The  conception  of  tlie  ( )rder  liad  its  origin  in  Nine- 
teen Hundred  and  Thirteen,  at  which  time  a  number  of 
gentlemen  met  in  California  for  the  purpose  of  devis- 
ing a  plan  whereby  the  social  and  commercial  relation- 
shij^  between  the  peoples  of  the  ditferent  Nations  of 
America  might  he  more  strongly  hound  together  by 
ties  of  friendship. 

The  gentlemen  mentioned  were  representative  men 
from  a  number  of  different  countries  of  North,  South 
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and  Central  America,  and  were  connected  with  various 
organizations  whose  pnrjioses  were  the  betterment  of 
social  and  commercial  ('(niditions  in  their  respective 
commnnities. 

An  analysis  was  tirst  made  of  the  various  commer- 
cial bodies  of  the  day,  including  tlieir  plans  of  organi- 
zation, the  work  tlicy  were  accomplishing  and  tlie 
scope  of  their  activities,  the  conclusion  being  reached 
that  while  they  were  to  be  commended  for  the  results 
achieved,  they  were,  nevertheless,  too  circumscribed  in 
their  activities  to  accomplish  tlie  luoader  jmrposes 
which  were  contemplated. 

\'ari(»us  suggestions  wei'e  offered  as  a  solution  to 
the  problem,  only  to  be  cast  asi(k'  for  the  reason  that 
they  failed  to  touch  a  res])onsive  chord  in  the  heart  of 
sincere  fri(uidshiii,  which  alone  foi-ms  the  true  basis  of 
all  social  and  commercial  efficiency. 

Being  familiar  with  the  results  obtained  by  some 
of  the  oldei-  fraternal  orders  in  their  work  of  binding 
together  men  of  character  and  standing,  it  was  tlecided 
that  while  a  new  precedent  would  be  established,  there 
was  in  this  age  of  progress  no  reason  why  a  fratei-nal 
order  should  not  also  include  commercial  features 
whereby  its  members  would  be  directly  benefited  finan- 
cially, thus  making  of  their  nu'Tubershi]i  a  valuable 
asset  rather  than  a  burden. 

Under  such  a  plan,  the  individual  members  and  the 
membership  at  large  of  the'  local,  national  and  inter- 
national lodges  would  become  a  co-operative  body 
through  which  the  objects  and  ])ur])oses  of  the  Order 
might  be  carrie(l  out  in  an  efficient  manner. 

After  \'\\\\y  considering  the  many  ])rol)lems  con- 
nected with  an  undei-taking  of  that  magnitude,  it  was 
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decided  that  there  was  not  only  an  opportunity,  but  a 
growing-  need,  of  a  P'ratei-nal  and  C'onnnereial  Organi- 
zation instituted  along  those  lines;  an  order  that  would 
become  a  national  and  international  clearing  house  of 
friendship,  good  will  and  (■(nnniercialisni  through  which 
the  peoples  of  the  various  nations  of  the  \Yestern  Hem- 
isphere might  be  benefited. 

That  their  plan  would  hi'  of  international  import- 
ance, no  greater  ])roof  could  he  offered  than  that  of 
the  mystic  flash  which  a  xcar  later  girdled  the  earth 
M'ith  its  message  of  death,  conveying  to  the  startled 
world  the  intelligence  that  ci\ilization  was  being  swe])t 
from  the  peaceful  nations  of  Kurope,  and  the  ravaged 
lands  of  the  weaker  counti-ies  cnn\'erted  into  the  sham- 
bles of  war. 

In  working  out  the  details  of  the  problems  involved, 
due  consideration  was  given  to  the  fact  that  there 
would  be  many  members  of  the  Order  in  the  various 
countries  of  America  who  would  not  be  directly  bene- 
fited by  either  a  social  or  commercial  relationshij)  with 
the  ])eoples  of  other  nations.  Therefore,  provisions 
were  made  whereby  every  local  lodge  would  render 
valuable  assistance  to  its  members  in  their  commer- 
cial activities,  regardless  of  their  location  or  direct 
interest  in  Inter-American  affairs;  thus  would  the  Or- 
der become  national  as  well  as  international  in  its 
scope. 

This  feature,  augmented  by  the  fact  that  a  social 
and  commercial  friendshij)  of  international  character 
becomes  a  potent  factor  in  the  life  of  any  nation 
through  which  its  beneficent  results  are  shared  by  all, 
was  the  deciding  factor  in  the  adoption  of  those  plans. 

Having  decided  upon  a  system  by  which  the  Order 
would  assist  its  members  in  their  commercial  activities. 
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tlRTc  rL'iiiaiiK'd  only  the  (lucstion  ol'  initiatory  cere- 
monies by  which  the  true  lessons  of  life  and  friend- 
ship eonld  be  thoron^hly  inculcated  within  the  breast 
of  each  and  every  member  of  the  Order. 

In  solving  the  latter  problem  it  was  found  that  tlie 
ritualistic  ceremonies  of  numerous  orders  were  based 
upon  the  lessons  taught  by  myth(ilo<>v,  biblical  tradi- 
tion, animal  life,  etc.,  and  while  the  teachings  of  those 
orders  result  in  a  better  manhood,  it  was  tlie  con- 
sensus of  o))inion  that  an  autheidic  historical  ])rogram 
should  be  followed,  and  to  that  end,  by  the  aid  of  some 
of  the  foremost  archaeologists  of  the  Three  Americas, 
an  elaborate  and  dignitied  system  of  initiatory  cere- 
monies was  designed,  based  entirely  upon  ancient  and 
authentic  American  History. 

Its  Cotisi rtictioii 

Therefore,  with  its  foundation  built  upon  the  ro- 
mantic history  of  an  earlier  civilization  of  this,  the 
New  World,  together  with  a  carefully  wrought  system 
of  benefits  for  those  who  partake  of  its  mysteries; 
with  a  field  for  the  exercise  of  its  organized  activities 
wide  enough  to  employ  the  talents  and  stimulate  the 
aspirations  of  all  its  members,  the  Order  of  A)icient 
(did  Moder)!  America  forms  the  basis  of  a  new  depar- 
ture in  fraternal  and  commercial  societies. 

The  Order  preserves  all  the  features  held  to  be 
essential  and  necessary  in  Fraternal  Orders,  eliminates 
their  imperfections,  and  opens  up  a  fresh  and  fruitful 
field  for  the  increase  of  practical  knowledge  and  ail- 
vancement. 

Wliile  other  Orders  are  designed  to  acconiplish 
charitable  ends,  and  are  actively  engaged  in  various 
forms  of  benevolence,  the  Order  of  Ancient  and  Mod- 
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em  America  aims  to  accomplish  tliose  genei'ous  pur- 
poses not  only  by  bestowing  well  deserved  charity  in 
the  alleviation  of  suffering  and  distress,  but  in  addi- 
ti<iii,  by  chani])ioning  and  encouraging  the  cause  of 
education,  by  inculcating  a  deeper  sentiment  of  pa- 
triotism among  its  members  and  by  favoring  and 
assisting  persons  and  i)rojects  which  have  to  do  with 
the  advancement  and  the  general  welfare  of  mankind. 
The  Order  seeks  to  ameliorate  the  hardships,  and 
remove,  where  possible,  the  causes  which  underlie  and 
retard  the  more  rapid  advancement  of  the  peoples  of 
America  toward  that  ideal  state  wherein  each  individ- 
ual consecrates  his  higher  faculties  in  moral  good-will 
toward  all  sentient  beings. 

Its  Name. 

The  name  of  the  Order  was  adopted  by  reason  of 
the  fact  that  the  Order  deals  solely  with  the  history 
of  America,  the  antiquity  of  which  dates  back  to  a 
period  long  before  the  Christian  era,  at  which  time 
those  lands  now  known  as  Central  America  were  in- 
habited by  a  highly  cultured  civilization.  It  is  therefore 
American  in  spirit,  and  being  such,  as  between  its 
members  of  the  ditferent  Nations  of  the  New  World, 
will  recognize  no  superiority  save  that  of  personal 
merit,  its  underlying  philosophy  being  based  upon  the 
principles  of  Law,  Order  and  Justice. 

Its  Faith. 

The  Order  leaves  to  the  Church  its  supreme  func- 
tion, that  of  religious  instruction,  but  will  share  with 
it  and  all  other  organizations  which  make  for  universal 
good,  the  functions  of  ethical  teaching  and  of  intellec- 
tual emancipation.  It  therefore  declares  its  faith  in 
humanity  as  the  highest  expression  of  creative  wis- 
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dom,  capable  of  infinite  advancement,  though  liable 
to  ignominious  failure.  It  is  this  belief  that  continual- 
ly imi)els  men  to  organize  for  mutual  assistance  and 
betterment. 

Its  Philosophy. 

The  Order  bases  its  philosophy  \\\>o\\  the  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  civilization,  having  found  those  prin- 
ciples expressed  in  the  underlying  thought  of  all  races 
that  have  existed  since  the  dawn  of  human  intelligence ; 
yet  nowhere  are  they  stated  more  logically  than  in  the 
poetic  ideas  of  those  of  American  origin,  in  which  all 
activity  was  based  upon  conceptions  derived  from 
Man's  observation  of  Nature. 

He  saw  the  orderly  procession  of  days  and  niglits, 
of  light  and  darkness,  of  seasons  and  natural  ])henom- 
ena  of  every  kind;  he  fathomed  certain  universal 
truths  and  derived  the  idea  that  order  was  the  first 
great  Law;  Nature  was  his  supreme  teacher,  and  he 
developed  the  noble  aspiration  to  live  in  harmony  with 
her,  to  solve  her  mysteries  and  to  express  her  wisdom. 

Tlie  study  of  those  ancient  i)eople  and  their  ruined 
cities  shows  that  these  conceptions  were  embodied  in 
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A  City  of  Monuments 
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their  works  of  Art  and  Arehitectnro,  which  display  be- 
yond those  of  any  other  race  a  recognition  and  appre- 
ciation of  order,  a  desire  for  harmony  with  universal 
law,  an  intimacy  with  Nature,  which  led  to  the  endow- 
ing of  all  tilings,  vyvn  vast  statues,  cohnnns  and 
temples,  with  life,  intelligence  and  s])irit,  which  used 
symbolism  as  its  vehicle  of  expression,  and  whicli,  be- 
cause of  its  poetic  character,  impresses  the  profonnd- 
est  truths  indelibly  uixm  the  human  mind. 

Accordingly,  the  Order  is  strictly  American,  even 
in  its  underlying  philosophy,  and  this  may  be  expressed 
in  four  words.  Order,  Progress,  Aspiration,  Achieve- 
ment. 

Its  Purpose. 

The  aim  of  the  Order  is  to  stimulate  its  members  to 
action  along  the  best  lines  of  human  endeavor,  to  de- 
velop within  the  hearts  of  all  that  noble  attribute 
wherein  man's  greatest  good  is  found  in  service  to 
his  fellow  men. 

The  Order  believes  that  the  present  World  strife 
should  not  alone  mark  an  era  of  destruction,  but  should 
also  mark  an  unparalleled  era  of  constructive  effort  on 


^ 


© 


wm 


fe- 


mm 


^ 


Dclialf  of  tilt'  American  Nations  and  tlicir  peoples,  a 
construction  not  of  selfishness  and  greed,  luit  one 
througli  which  the  peoples  of  the  New  World  may  be 
assured  of  Peace,  Happiness  and  Prosperity  for  cen- 
turies yet  unl)orn. 

It  will,  therefore,  be  the  regular  work  of  the  Order : 
To  study  the  past  exjaeriences  of  the  human  race;  to 
endeavor  to  understand  the  forces  which  have  shaped 
its  destiny;  to  acquire  and  diffuse  new  knowledge 
among  its  members ;  to  promote  higher  conceptions  of 
law  and  justice;  to  inculcate  patriotism  that  is  broader 
than  national  lioundaries.  In  a  word,  to  conserve  the 
wisdom  and  achievements  of  the  past,  and  to  quicken 
into  dynamic  force  the  inherent  powers  of  man. 

The  sphere  of  activities  of  the  Order  embraces 
North,  South  and  Central  America;  this  follows  logi- 
cally from  the  basis  upon  which  the  Order  is  founded, 
viz :  Americanism. 

The  ancient  races  who  inhabited  the  Western  Hemi- 
sphere prior  to  European  occupation  left,  as  a  trail 
to  their  remarkable  civilization,  ruined  cities  extending 
from  the  monuments  of  the  Mound  Builders  in  North 
America  south  to  the  lands  of  the  Incas  on  the  high 
plateaus  of  Peru,  while  Ix'twcen  these  boundaries  lie 
the  remains  of  the  wonderful  tenqiles,  pyramids  and 
palaces  of  the  Mayas  and  other  jjrehistorie  races  of 
Central  America  and  Southern  Mexico. 

Tlie  S])anisli  coiKiuest  spread  westwardly  from  the 
Antilles,  skirting  the  southern  shores  of  Nortli  Ameri- 
ca, covering  what  is  now  Mexico  and  Central  America, 
south  to  the  Spanish  Main  and  the  land  of  the  Incas. 

Upon  this  modern  civilization  of  the  Sjianish  has 
been   built   the   present-day   Nations   of   the    Western 
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Hemisialiere,  and  the  ritualistic  ceremouics  of  the  Or- 
der, insofar  as  they  perpetuate  the  history  of  the  New 
"World,  ajjply  equally  to  all  lands  and  Nations  of  the 
two  Continents. 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  it  is  made  one  of  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Order  to  gather  and  disseminate  knowl- 
edge among  its  memhers  of  the  early  history  of  the 
Western  Hemisphere,  as  well  as  the  present-day  condi- 
tions prevailing  among  the  peoples  of  its  respective 
political  and  geographical  divisions,  and  it  is  expected 
through  this  work,  and  the  establishing  of  Teocalli 
(Temples  or  Local  Lodcjes)  of  the  Order  throughout 
the  Three  Americas,  to  bring  about  a  cordial  relation- 
ship, both  social  and  commercial,  between  the  various 
peoples  thereof. 

The  Order  has,  therefore,  established  a  precedent 
through  the  institution  of  an  American  Organization 
for  the  purpose  of  associating  together,  and  under  the 
stimulus  of  mutual  co-operation,  the  gentlemen  of  cul- 
ture and  prime  business  judgment  of  the  Western 
Hemisphere. 

Fraienial. 

The  Older  of  Aiieioif  ami  Modern  Aiuerica  rears 
aloft  the  Inirning  l)rand  of  progress,  and  with  eyes 
made  rich  by  honest  thought,  gazes  with  pride  and  grat- 
itude upon  the  Nations  of  all  America,  Nations  that 
were  born  of  the  blood  of  heroic  men,  whose  tender 
memories  will  forever  shine  like  the  brightest  stars  in 
the  constellations  of  heaven. 

To  those  heroic  men  of  tlie  jiast  is  due  all  that  is 
great  in  American  civilization,  a  greatness  made  glori- 
ous by  the  martyrdom  of  those  who  gave  their  lives  on 
the  fields  of  battle,  on  the  scaffolds  of  sacrifice,  and  on 
the  hallowed  ground  uueonsciouslv  dedicated  to  the 
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cause  of  Lilierty  through  the  eoinmand  of  tyranny  to 
tlie  firing  squads  before  whom  they  fell. 

These  were  of  one  nationality,  those  of  another, 
but  all,  regardless  of  their  nationality,  sect  or  lineage, 
were  alike  the  warriors  of  humanity,  and  perished  that 
Liberty  and  Justice  might  live  on. 

As  the  Order  turns  toward  the  peoples  of  the  vari- 
ous Nations  of  America,  it  stretches  forth  the  liand  of 
fellowship  to  those  of  that  great  sweep  of  continent 
to  the  South,  a  continent  rich  in  romance,  in  tradition, 
in  noble  and  genth:'  folk,  a  continent  wliose  lands,  like 
those  of  the  North,  are  teeming  with  natu.ral  resources 
and  coimnei'cial  ])()ssibilities,  tlic  iiotcntialitics  of  which 
are  unsurpassed. 

It  sees  in  tlie  Sjjanisli  and  Portuguese  American 
races  a  people  who  have  brought  from  the  past  civili- 
zation of  the  old  world  treasured  stores  of  wisdom,  of 
art,  of  romance  and  of  song,  and  they  have  placed 
them  down  before  the  chosen  seats  of  their  respective 
Nations,  whose  broad  domains  encompass  South  and 
Central  America. 

It  is  the  work  of  the  Order,  therefore,  to  undertake 
the  delicate  task  of  amalgamating  the  different  ideals 
of  American  civilization  into  a  mutual  and  harmonious 
bond  of  confidence  and  friendslnp ;  and  to  that  end,  the 
product  of  the  best  minds  of  the  Three  Americas  has 
been  given  to  the  Order  in  the  working  oiit  of  the 
])roblems  involved. 

CoiiiHii'ycial. 

While  unfortnnate,  it  is  nevertheless  true  that  the 
fraternal  features  of  nu\ny  orders  are  often  misinter- 
preted or  else  misunderstood  in  so  far  as  tliey  are  made 
use  of,  where  not  intended,  as  a  subterfuge  for  selfish 
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and  mprccnary  jnirposes,  to  the  end  that  such  members 
as  abide  strictly  by  their  laws  become  dissatisfied  with 
the  commercialized  activities  of  those  who  do  not,  witli 
the  result  that  contention  ai'iscs  wliidi  tends  to  disrupt 
the  organization. 

The  Order  of  Aiiriciil  and  Modern  .imerka  is  prac- 
tically the  only  Fraternal  Order  in  whicli  commercial- 
ism is  not  ])roliibite(l,  but  after  exhaustive  investiga- 
tion and  due  deliberation,  the  conclusion  was  reached 
that  no  greater  fraternal  spirit  could  be  exemplitied 
than  l)y  assisting  its  members  in  their  commercial 
activities,  and  to  that  end  a  carefully  wrought  system 
of  co-operation  was  designed,  in  which  the  highest  type 
of  business  and  social  ethics  is  maintained. 

The  commercial  system  of  the  Order,  in  connection 
with  its  i)lan  of  selective  membership,  opens  wide  the 
dooi's  of  o])]iortnnity  wher(>in  is  found  a  ti'ue  and  loyal 
liody  of  men  ready  and  anxious  to  matcli  faith  by  faith 
with  each  and  cNcry  member  of  the  Order. 

Its  Local  Bodies. 

Each  Teocalli  will  maintain  social  (juarters  whicli 
will  contain  the  Secretary's  Office,  a  Commercial  and 
Historical  Library,  a  Museum,  Club  Rooms  and  such 
other  accommodations  as  the  laws  of  the  Order  pro- 
vide for  and  the  Teocalli  desires,  a  rendezvous,  as  it 
were,  for  congeniality  among  its  members. 

While  some  Orders  permit  the  use  of  spirituous 
liquors  within  their  clubs,  it  is  a  constitutional  law  of 
the  Order  of  Ancient  and  Modern  America  that  no  in- 
toxicating litiuors  or  gambling  of  any  nature  whatso- 
ever shall  be  permitted  within  a  Teocalli  or  in  its 
social  quarters. 

As  stated  elsewhere,  the  Order  holds  that  all  men 
are  capable  of  infinite  advancement,  a  failure  in  which 
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Procession  of  Virgins 

cjiii  only  lie  ;it  t  rlliiili'il  hi  lln'ii-  assciciai  ions  ami  i'ii\'i- 
I'oninciils  ;  1  licrcfoi'i',  il  lM>lic\cs  Ihat  lliroiini:  the  aid  of 
llic  rcliiicd  and  rlondlrss  alniosplicrc  willi  wliii-li  its 
TiicmlxTS  arc  sniToiindcd,  1lir'oii,i;ii  its  hcaiitirul  and 
iMii)i'('Ssi\('  ccrcinonics  and  its  iiractical  coilc  of  moral 
juid  connncrrial  ctliics,  its  nicnilicrs  will  respond  to  tlic 
ideals  and  pui-|i(ises  of  llic  ((rdrr  and  justify  llie  i-onii 
dcncc  reposed  in  t  lieni. 

11  ishirlcdl  Srcl ii)u. 

It  is  a  coneeded  fart  that  liinnan  nature  is  so  con- 
structeil  as  to  Ke  more  interested  in  ineidenis,  e\'ents 
and  relies  of  the  past  than  in  those  of  the  future,  and 
to  niaii>  there  is  nothiu.n'  more  interestiu.y  or  inspiring;- 
than  to  ,i;a/,e  upon  the  siinidierinn'  ruins  of  a  pi'ehis- 
torie  civilization,  those  time-worn  relics  of  other  days; 
to  \'isuali/,e  in  silent  e()ntem|)lation  the  events  and  iuei- 
deids  in  the  li\'es  of  those  I'csponsihle  \'i>v  their  hciiii;'. 

As  es'idence  in  proof  of  t  his  assertion  it  is  hut  neces- 
sai'y  1o  call  to  nnml  the  fact  that  dnrin.n'  recent  yeai's, 
thousands  of  people  lia\e  ci-osscd  the  seas  to  look  upon 
till'  ancieid  ruins  of  Oreece  and  I?onie,  to  di'cam  ol' 
their    UMiihty    past    heiu'ath    the    shadows    cast    hy    the 
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Sacrifice  of  Virgins  at  Sacred  Well 

(•nil II lili Hi;  walls  (if  1  lie  Acnipolis  and  1  lie  ( 'iiliisscuni  ;  hi 
Ircad  tlic  way  wlicri'  Caesar  wlict'lcil  liis  cliarinl  to  a 
li|(i(uly  ilcatli,  (ir  1o  walk  wifli  solciiin  slcp  the  surniw- 
I'lil  path  (i"iT  wliicli  llic  I'riiu'c  nl'  I'caco  horo  the  heavy 
cross  (111   which    I  le  died. 

It  was  a  rascination  such  as  this  that  pi-(iiiiplc<l 
Napoleon  to  carve  u)ioii  the  pillars  of  I'oinpcy  the 
luiiiies  of  his  noted  iicnerals,  and  to  say  to  his  army  as 
he  stood  hciiealli  tlie  sluulows  of  the  I'v  rainids  of 
l*i,H'ypf  :  "Soldiers  of  I'^rance,  centuries  of  time  look 
down  on  yon  tliis  dny." 

It  is  our  eiilhiisiasin  for  the  heroic  men  of  the  past 
and  their  nohle  deeds  which  inspires  us  to  perpetually 
tlieir  memory  hy  mouuinents  and  markin.n's  and  to  pre- 
serx'e  as  best  we  ina\'  all  that  is  lefl  of  the  old  rniiis 
wliicii  tiiey  once  huill,  and  wiiicli  as  lliey  stand  today 
are  nol  only  historical  records  of  tli<>  past,  hut  also  an 
index  of  the  worM's  jiro^ress;  nor  is  this  attrihiite 
characteristic  of  modei'u  civilization  alone,  for  as  far 
hack  as  the  history  of  men  may  he  traced,  e\'idence  is 
I'oiind  of  their  veneration  for  those  of  other  days. 

It  is  well  for  tiiose  of  the  present  and  fiitiwe  a,i;'e 
that    this  characteristic   in   man    has  e\'er  exislcnl,  for 
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by  those  momiments  and  markings  the  pathway  lias 
been  traced  fcack  to  that  mysterious  and  sik^nt  ijast, 
until  today  its  history  is  nnfohlin,i>',  and  tlirough  the 
doors  of  time  k)ug'  seak^d,  a  \ision  of  anticjuity  is  seen 
revealing  men  of  an  heroic  age  who  ever  rescued  from 
the  jaws  of  imminent  destruction  the  Torch  of  Life, 
which  thanks  to  them,  now  lights  the  world  for  us. 

The  Historical  section  of  tlic  ()r(kn-  encourages  the 
study  of  History  and  Archaeology,  that  greater  knowl- 
edge may  be  obtained  of  the  races  who  in  the  ])ast  in- 
haljited  tke  New  World. 

This  section  of  tlic  local  Teocalli  is  presided  ovei' 
by  the  Historians  and  their  Committees,  and  it  is  their 
duty  to  preserve  in  their  libraries  and  museums,  mate- 
rials which  have  a  bearing  upon  the  history  of  their 
locality.  It  is  also  their  duty  to  perpetuate  by  appro- 
priate markings  and  monuments,  or  by  the  preserva- 
tion of  those  which  now  exist,  the  places  and  points 
associated  with  events  of  historical  interest. 

Of  the  material  gathered  liy  the  Teocalli,  copies, 
replicas,  photographs  and  records  are  made  of  those 
which  have  a  lieai-ing  upon  national  history  and  these 
will  be  preserved  in  tlie  home  of  the  Order. 

A  recognition  of  the  deeds  and  the  iJerpetuation 
of  the  names  are  also  made  of  those  of  our  members 
who  have  rendered  services  of  note  to  their  country 
and  to  their  fellowmen. 

Likewise  a  continuous  collection  of  phonogra])liic 
records  will  be  made  of  the  voices  and  aphorisms  of  not 
only  prominent  members  of  the  Order,  but  of  eminent 
personages  of  this  and  other  nations  of  America,  that 
the  coming  generations  may  hear  the  spoken  words  of 
wisdom  and  endeai-ment  of  those  who  have  gone  before. 
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In  this  manner  tlioro  will  aeenmnlate  a  history  of 
the  past  from  all  portions  of  the  New  World  which,  in 
turn,  will  be  of  inestimable  value  to  those  of  the  present 
as  well  as  to  those  who  eonie  hereafter. 

Educational. 

The  ( )r(ler  yields  to  no  one  a  greater  sympathy  for 
collegiate  training,  yet  it  honors  moral  worth  and 
merit  wherever  it  be  found,  and  in  its  philosophy  in  that 
respect,  holds  with  the  teachings  of  Tzu-Hsia,  that 
Chinese  disciple  of  Confucius,  who  said  : 

"The  man  who  can  appreciate  a  moral  worth  and 
disengage  his  mind  from  sensual  passion,  who  can  put 
forth  his  utmost  strength  to  serve  his  parents  and  lay 
down  his  life  to  serve  his  country,  who  speaks  sincerely 
in  his  intercourse  with  friends,  such  a  man,  thoug'h  the 
world  may  call  untaught,  has,  in  my  opinion,  passed 
the  liighest  test  of  culture." 

The  educational  features  of  the  Order  will  not  per- 
tain to  scholastic  training,  but  to  the  practical  features 
of  life,  history  and  commercialism. 

As  part  of  the  plan  for  accomplishing  those  results 
and  also  for  providing  entertaining  features  for  their 
meetings,  each  Teocalli  is  e(iuipj)ed  with  the  latest  type 
of  motion  picture  projecting  machine,  together  with  a 
stereopticon  lantern,  the  films  and  slides  being  fur- 
nished free  from  the  Academy  of  the  Order,  where  a 
modern  moving  picture  studio  will  be  maintained,  its 
entire  product  being  used  exclusively  by  the  Order. 

These  films  and  slides  will  consist  of  historical 
scenes  pertaining  to  the  Three  Americas,  together  with 
those  of  commercial  and  educational  subjects.  The 
Historical  films,  dei)icting  scenes  from  that  prehistoric 
American  civilization  of  which  the  world  is  almost  a 
imit  in  its  ignorance,  will  be  made  from  scenarios  fur- 
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nislied  by  eminent  Archaeologists  wlio  are  now  mem- 
bers of  the  Order  and  who  will  direct  the  iirodiiction  of 
the  films. 

Other  Historical  films  will  portray  the  more  modern 
history  of  the  American  Nations,  dating  from  the  time 
those  intrepid  navigators  of  Spain  first  discovered  the 
New  Woi'ld. 

The  Conmierciai  and  Educational  films  will  pertain 
to  those  subjects  in  which  the  mendjcrs  of  the  Order  are 
actively  interested.  They  will,  in  an  interesting  man- 
ner, bring  to  the  memliers  of  each  Teocalli  the  latest 
discoveries  and  im]n-o\ements  in  the  commercial,  scien- 
tific, educational  and  industrial  arts,  also  the  most 
modern  systems  and  methods  of  commercialism,  thus 
giving  the  mend)crs  an  (experience  which  could  be 
arained  onlv  bv  the  life  w(irk  of  each  in(li\i(hial. 


All  the  films  used  by  the  Order  will  be  produced  by 
skilled  men  in  its  em))loy  and  will,  as  far  as  possible, 
be  made  at  the  studio  of  the  Academy,  the  excejation 
being  those  which  it  will  he  necessary  to  make  at  dif- 
ferent i^laces  thrcmghout  the  Americas  in  order  that 
local  color  may  be  given  them,  and  in  cases  where  it  is 
desired  to  transfer  the  operations  of  some  of  our 
American  industries,  resources,  connnercial  possibili- 
ties, etc.,  to  the  local  Teocalli  of  the  Order. 

Film  Exchanges  will  be  established  in  the  countries 
of  South  and  Central  America  to  which  films  from 
North  America  will  be  sent  for  distribution  to  the 
Teocalli  there,  and  which  will  also  forward  for  distri- 
bution to  the  Teocalli  of  this  country,  the  films  origi- 
nating in  their  divisions. 

Printed  lectures  will  be  furnished  with  all  films  and 
lantern  slides  in  order  that  anv  member  of  a  Teocalli 
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may  leeturo  on  the  pictures  and  the  details  connected 
with  the  subject. 

These  f5hns  and  ])ictorial  lectures  will  serve  as  a 
medium  throuith  which  the  members  of  the  Order  in 
the  different  countries  of  America  may  have  a  better 
understanding  of  the  peoples  thereof,  as  well  as  a 
practical  knowledge  of  the  conunodities  and  commer- 
cial possibilities  which  each  may  have  to  offer  through 
the  channels  of  Inter-Americau  exchange. 

The  Daini  of  a  New  Era. 

To-day,  nmny  of  the  brightest  minds  of  America  are 
looking  forward  to  the  time  when  a  readjustment  of 
the  social,  industrial,  and  economic  conditions  of  the 
United  States  must  be  considered;  a  problem  which 
will  confront  the  American  people  more  forcibly  when 
the  present  war  has  been  concluded. 

Prior  to  the  war,  it  would  have  been  impossible  to 
have  conceived  of  anything  that  could  have  wrought 
such  a  complete  change  in  those  conditions,  yet  to-day 
we  are  passing  through  an  unprecedented  period  of 
transition,  and  the  near  future  holds  many  problems 
to  be  solved,  not  the  least  of  which  is  the  distribution  of 
some  four  million  men  who  will  return  to  industrial 
and  commercial  life  when  the  war  is  over. 

In  solving  that  question,  the  following  circum- 
stances should  be  taken  into  consideration,  to-wit :  One 
finds,  in  referring  back  some  three  decades,  that  the  de- 
veloijment  of  certain  sections  of  the  United  States  was 
in  a  measure  brought  about  by  gross  discrimination  in 
transportation  rates  in  their  favor,  which  caused  the 
industrial  concerns  of  less  favored  sections  to  either 
transfer  their  activities  to  the  former  places  or  accept 
the  inevitable  and  close  their  doors. 
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A  still  greater  injustice  ^Yas  imposed  iiiwn  the 
smaller  industries  of  the  country  through  the  rebating 
of  a  certain  portion  of  the  transportation  charges  paid 
by  the  larger  concerns ;  this,  in  connection  with  the 
lower  rates  to  the  favored  sections,  made  it  impossible 
for  many  worthy  institutions  to  exist. 

In  the  readjustment  of  cconomie  conditions  it  is, 
therefore,  necessary  that  a  generous  distribution  of 
industrial  and  commercial  life  be  made  among  the  vari- 
ous sections  which  in  the  past  have  been  unjustly  dis- 
criminated against.  If  this  can  be  accomplished,  even 
in  part,  one  of  the  greatest  problems  of  the  future  will 
be  solved;  the  men  in  France  will  be  provided  for,  and 
prosperity  will  shed  its  beiu^ficence  in  every  section  of 
this  great  commonwealth. 

The  solution  to  that  problem  is  uot  only  possible, 
but  probable,  for  the  reason  that  the  transportation 
companies  of  to-day  are  lioing  operated  under  govern- 
ment control,  and  it  is  confidently  expected  that  the  near 
future  will  see  the  elimination  of  all  discrimination, 
thus  giving  to  every  section  the  o|)portunity  of  taking 
its  pro])er  place  in  the  world  of  commerce  and  industry. 
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That  tlie  ( )rclc'r  may  in  a  measure  assist,  in  solvino- 
some  of  the  future  prohlenis,  a  Dejjartmeut  of  Com- 
merce will  be  maintained  at  its  headquarters.  This  de- 
partmeut  will  be  divided  into  two  di\-isions,  one  of 
which  will  handle  the  domestic  work  of  the  Order  in  the 
different  i)laces  where  Teocalli  are  instituted;  the 
other  division  will  contine  its  efforts  to  Inter-American 
affairs,  each  division  being  in  charge  of  experienced 
men,  expert  in  the  lines  of  industi'ial,  commercial  and 
educational  science. 

It  will  be  the  work  of  the  Domestic  Division  to  assist- 
in  locating-  new  industrial  and  commercial  institutions 
in  those  places  where  Teocalli  of  the  Order  are  estab- 
lished, and  in  fostering  such  concerns  as  are  already 
instituted,  a  work  in  which  the  support  of  the  entire  or- 
ganization will  be  enlisted. 

In  its  industrial  and  commercial  plans  the  Order 
has  no  intent  nor  desire  to  usurj)  the  privileges  or 
powers  of  any  Civic  Body,  but  on  the  contrary,  it  will 
lend  to  such  organizations  the  full  strength  of  its  influ- 
ence in  the  solution  of  any  problem  which  will  be  of 
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benefit  to  the  ('oinmiinitics  in  wliicli  Teoealli  of  the 
Order  are  located. 

The  luter-American  Division  will  assist  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Order  in  establishing  trade  relations  with 
the  different  Nations  of  America,  and  to  that  end  the 
Division  will  issue  monthly  bulletins  in  which  the  con- 
ditions of  the  various  markets  will  be  given,  together 
with  the  reiiuirements  thereof. 

It  will  also  issue  bulletins  fully  describing  the 
methods  by  which  Inter- American  connnerce  is  negoti- 
ated and  conducted,  including  the  latest  system  of 
credits,  duties,  jjacking  of  goods,  shii)ping  instructions, 
transportation,  rates,  etc. 

Through  the  institution  of  Teoealli  in  the  principal 
cities  of  South  and  Central  America,  the  arrangements 
for  which  are  now  being  perfected,  and  in  some  in- 
stances completed,  the  members  of  the  Order  will  not 
only  be  kept  fully  informed  of  the  countless  opportuni- 
ties of  trade  exchange,  but  a  closer  relationship  will  be 
formed  between  those  interested  than  could  be  accom- 
plished in  any  other  manner. 

As  rapidly  as  ]Kissible  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce will  establish  branches  in  the  various  Countries 
of  America,  the  work  of  which  will  consist  of  keeping 
the  Department  informed  as  to  the  re(iuirements  of 
their  particular  sections,  and  of  assisting  those  mem- 
liers  who  may  be  actively  engaged  in  Inter-American 
trade,  as  well  as  those  who  desire  to  establish  trade 
relations. 

By  this  ])lan  a  retroactive  system  will  be  inaugu- 
rated through  which  the  members  of  tlie  Order  in  the 
various  countries  will  be  directly  benefited,  the  result 
of  which  will  be  a  powerful  influence  in  the  develop- 
ment of  a  great  commercial  and  social  relationsbip 
between  the  peoples  of  the  New  World. 
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TIuis  the  Order  is  puttins'  into  effect  the  most 
uni(|iu'  coiiinu'rcial  and  educational  system  yet  con- 
ceived, a  system  wliicli  no  indi\i(hial  ov  tirm  can  ever 
hope  to  ('(|nal. 

'Jlip  N  cress  if//  of  Action. 

When  the  United  States  was  Itorn,  the  creators  of 
its  lieing  made  a  covenant  with  (iod,  and  througli  all 
its  trials  and  tiil)ulati()ns  it  has  ke]it  the  faith;  it  has 
never  drawn  the  sword  except  in  tlie  defense  of  its  lib- 
erties, or  the  liberty  of  others;  it  has  never  acquired 
additional  territory  by  the  deliberate  and  premedi- 
tated force  of  arms,  and  to-day  its  fame  is  graven  deep 
upon  the  highest  pinnacles  of  heaven,  a  fame  made 
sacred  by  the  sacrifice  of  American  manhood. 

Proud  as  it  was  to  have  been  a  Roman  in  the  ancient 
days,  glorious  as  it  was  to  have  been  a  citizen  of 
Athens,  it  shall  now  be  a  far  prouder  boast  to  be  an 
American ;  therefore,  does  not  a  grateful  remembrance 
suggest  that  the  American  people  prepare  at  once  for 
the  time  when  they  can  express  in  a  manner  stronger 
than  words  their  gratitude  to  those  brave  and  loyal  men 
who  m:)W  and  will  hereafter  occupy  the  trenches  on  the 
battlefields  of  Europe. 

That  time  will  come  when  the  curtain  has  been  rung 
down  for  the  last  time  on  the  greatest  of  all  dramas, 
the  World  conflict  now  raging  across  the  Sea. 

When  the  last  tragic  scene  has  lieen  enacted,  when 
the  final  shell  Ijas  taken  its  toll  of  human  life,  there  will 
be  millions  of  men,  the  best  blood  of  American  man- 
hood, who  will  return  to  again  take  up  the  tools  of  their 
profession  which  they  laid  aside  for  the  implements  of 
war,  that  the  traditions  of  American  Democracy  might 
remain  unchallenged. 
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These  men  will  need  employment.  Therefore,  when 
Time  in  its  registration  of  historical  events  records 
that  hapiiy  moment,  let  it  not  be  written  that  those  who 
did  not  participate  in  the  sacrifice  and  sorrows  of  the 
great  war  left  anything  midone  l)y  wliich  the  future  of 
those  men  might  be  assured. 

No  more  fitting  manner  of  expressing  appreciation 
can  be  conceived  than  l)y  building  now  tlie  foundation 
of  an  industrial  and  commercial  expansion,  not  only 
between  the  people  of  the  Ignited  States,  but  with  those 
of  other  Nations,  and  in  ])nrticular  witli  those  of  the 
Western  Ilcmispliei-c,  to  the  end  that  when  the  war  is 
over,  the  indusii-ial  and  conmiercial  institutions  now 
engaged  in  fm-nishing  war  materials  may  immediately 
transform  their  energies  into  the  i)roduction  and  sale 
of  those  conniKxlities  used  by  ))eacefnl  Nations  in  the 
pursuit  of  haiipiness  and  ])ros])erity,  thereby  furnish- 
ing einploymeiit  to  the  legions  of  men  who  will  be  enti- 
tled to  e\-ery  ])()ssible  consideration. 

In  formulating  ](lans  at  this  time  for  an  Inter- 
American  conunerce,  it  might  appear  to  some  that  ad- 
vantage was  being  taken  of  those  gallant  Allies  whose 
armies  are  fighting  side  by  side  with  those  of  the  United 
States.  As  a  matter  of  justice,  however,  one  must  ad- 
mit that  the  Nations  of  South  and  Central  America 
are  also  entitled  to  protection,  and  that  ^irotection  in 
political  and  domestic  economies  is  at  times  just  as 
important  as  that  given  by  force  of  arms. 

Many  of  those  scnitliern  Nations  have  cast  their 
lot  with  the  Allied  cause,  and  as  a  conseiiuence,  while 
they  have  not  as  yet  been  called  upon  to  offer  up  the 
supreme  sacrifice  of  human  life,  they  nevertheless  stand 
ready  to  answer  that  call  whenever  it  may  come,  and 
bv  that  token,  thev  also  are  making  sacrifices  which 
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entitle  tlieiu  to  the  fullest  co-operation  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States. 

Tliere  niislit  he  times,  and  situations,  when  a  Na- 
tion siiould  liesitate  in  taking  advantag-e  of  an  oppor- 
tunity given  it  through  tlie  misfortune  of  otJiers.  The 
present  conditions,  liowcvcr,  cliniiuatc  tliosc  senti- 
ments. 

Witli  nearly  all  the  Nations  of  Euro]je  engaged  in 
a  gigantic  struggle,  the  success  of  which  means  their 
very  existence,  i)ractically  tlie  entire  trade  relation- 
shii)  which  they  had  in  the  past  established  with  Latin 
America  has  been  destroyed,  leaving  only  a  grim  and 
ghostly  monument  of  war  to  mark  tlie  culmination  of 
their  efforts. 

Latin-America  for  almost  a  century  deijended  upon 
the  markets  of  Europe  for  its  fabricated  commodi- 
ties, but  today  the  wheels  of  the  industrial  life  of  those 
markets  have  been  reversed,  and  they  now  revolve  in 
the  cause  of  death. 

The  artisans  on  whom  the  commercial  success  of 
those  markets  were  dependent  have  been  mowed  down 
like  grain  before  the  reaper,  leaving  only  a  barren 
field  (HI  which  to  rear  a  new  generation  of  men  skilled 
in  the  art  of  industrial  science;  hence,  when  the  dawn 
of  peace  has  at  last  enlightened  the  world,  nearly  all 
the  Nations  of  Europe  will  be  compelled  to  face  a 
stupendous  task  in  the  rehabilitation  of  their  industrial 
life,  and  therefore  will  be  in  no  position  to  take  up  the 
threads  of  commerce  which  were  sacrificed  upon  the 
altar  of  a  boundless  ambition  for  worldly  power. 

In  the  meantime,  what  of  Latin- America  ?  Is  it  iu- 
ennibent  upon  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  with- 
hold from  those  of  their  Sister  PJe])ublics  the  ccmimodi- 
ties  of  which  they  have  been  depri\e(l  through  the  ma- 
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Return  of  the  Oracle 

ehinations  of  tliose  who  are  an  ciu'iny  in  common, 
commodities  which  the  peoph'  of  the  North  can  now 
supply?  Is  it  obligatory  that  the  jxHiple  of  the  United 
States  should  refrain  from  inirchasing  of  Latin-Ameri- 
ca the  raw  materials  they  badly  need,  and  from  whicli 
the  people  of  those  countries  derive  the  revenues  nec- 
essary for  self-sustenance? 

To  those  ([uestions  thei'e  can  l)e  but  one  answer: 
There  is  no  reason  why  the  Republics  to  the  South 
should  be  looked  upon  with  less  favor  than  the  great- 
est Nations  of  the  world ;  size,  numbers  and  wealth 
should  not  be  regarded  as  alone  entitling  Nations  to 
due  recognition;  if  they  are  equally  sovereign  and  in- 
dependent, they  are  equally  worthy  of  respect  and  con- 
sideration. 

Such  being  the  case,  it  is  not  only  the  duty,  but  it 
should  be  the  pleasure,  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  to  aid  and  assist  them  in  their  commercial  and 
industrial  problems,  for  after  all,  the  situation  resolves 
itself  into  these  facts :  The  co-operation  of  the  United 
States  industrially  is  necessary  to  Latin-America,  and 
the  co-operation  of  Latin-Anu'rica  connnercially  is 
necessary  to  the  United  States. 
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A  Ceremony  of  Divination 

It  was  through  uo  fault  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  that  they  were  forced  to  play  the  leading  role 
in  the  greatest  of  all  War  Dramas,  therefore  they  can- 
not be  censured ;  there  is  food  for  thought,  however, 
in  the  suggestion  that  they  might  be  severely  criti- 
cized should  they  fail  to  take  advantage  of  the  Latin- 
American  opportunities  which  have  been  tlirust  upon 
them,  regardless  of  the  fact  that  their  sjTupathies  are 
with  the  Allies,  with  whom  they  are  standing  shoulder 
to  shoulder  against  an  enemy  of  civilization. 

Ideals  of  P(itriofis))i. 

The  Older  of  Ancient  and  Modern  America  may  be 
likened  to  some  sturdy  Oak,  with  its  roots  entwined 
in  the  actual  facts  of  a  highly  cultured  civilization  ex- 
isting upon  this  continent  in-ior  to,  and  contemporane- 
ous with,  the  best  days  of  Greece  and  Rome;  with  its 
branches  ramifying  through  the  later  activities  of 
Spanish,  French,  Dutch  and  English  occupation  of 
America,  and  the  subsequent  stirring  historical  events, 
incident  to  the  birth  and  development  of  the  Nations 
thereof. 

The  Order  teaches  patriotism,  by  continually  hold- 
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ing  before  the  A-ision  of  its  members  those  high  ideals 
of  citizeusbip,  love  of  Country  and  obedience  to  its 
laws,  brotherly  feeling  toward  every  other  eitizen,  and 
the  four  basic  elements  of  True  Manhood,  Honor,  Loy- 
alty, Gratitude  and  Truth. 

It  is  one  of  the  purposes  of  the  Order  to  inculcate 
within  the  lu'easts  of  its  members  a  paternal  love  for 
the  Flag  of  their  Country  based  upon  an  intellectual 
understanding  of  the  underlying  principles  of  their 
government  and  a  familiarity  with  the  lives  of  the 
great  men  who  have  lived  in  the  past  aud  with  those 
now  living  who  have  performed  notable  services  of 
good  for  their  Motherland. 

The  members  are  instructed  through  the  fascinat- 
ing ceremonies  of  the  ritualistic  work,  that  they  and 
their  own  lives  are  of  suioreme  importance  in  the  ujv 
building  of  their  governnuuit,  that  throughout  the 
sweep  of  time.  Nation  after  Nation  was  born  into  exist- 
ence, at  first  diminutive  in  size,  which  subsequently  in- 
creased and  uuignifi<'d  into  world  powers,  only  to  sink 
into  the  fathomless  sea  of  oblivion. 

That  those  Nations  only  have  survived  whose  foun- 
dations were  l)uilded  upon  Justice  and  Honor. 

Thus  may  the  i)hilosophy  of  the  Order  be  likened 
to  the  subject  of  an  ancient  jiicture  found  on  the  walls 
of  an  old  Temple.  It  portrayed  a  King  forging  from 
his  crown  a  chain — at  his  side  a  sla\-e  was  making  of 
his  chain  a  crown — while'  underneath  was  written 
"Life  is  what  one  makes  it,  no  matter  of  what  it  is 
made." 

A)i  Ad'))ioiiifi(>ii. 

In  a  great  measure  American  inventive  genius  and 
the  power  to  adapt  means  to  certain  ends  has  given 


t^ 


© 


mm 


1 


^ 


o.    II    .o 

■■■o.-  = 


g 


lll^p 


a 


^ 


X 

1 

• 

1  1 1 

\ 

■^ 


s|)(M'd  to  tlu'  hall  of  coiiiiiu'rcial  indiistry  and  it  lias 
rolled  and  gathered  in  nioiueiituin,  until  from  the  chill 
waters  of  the  North  to  the  warmer  regions  of  the 
South,  from  the  Atlantic  shoi-es  to  the  Pacific  Coast, 
there  is  heard  the  ever  increasing  hum  of  commercial 
activity  and  what  we  have  grown  to  understand  as 
"LIFE"  illuminates  the  most  hidden  recesses  of  our 
civilization. 

Tliei-e  could  l)c  no  objection  to  i)rogress  such  as 
this  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  the  connnercialism  of 
today  is  fast  stripping  from  our  garden  of  ideals  its 
fairest  flower,  the  flower  of  gratitude,  the  sweetest 
blossom  that  sheds  its  perfume  in  the  heart. 

It  is  therefore,  one  of  the  virtues  of  the  Urder  that 
it  shall  not  allow  commercial  greed  to  usurp  the  throne 
of  gratitude,  that  its  members  shall  occasionally  take 
their  hands  from  the  wheel  of  the  Ship  of  State  to 
salute  the  memory  of  those  old  pilots  who  went  down  in 
the  stormy  ages  of  the  past. 

The  Order  is  strong  in  its  conviction  that  honor 
should  be  accorded  men  instead  of  the  deeds  which 
they  perform,  not  with  the  idea  of  becoming  idola- 
trous, hut  with  a  view  of  showing  due  appreciation  and 
gratitude  to  those  who  conceive,  and  to  those  who  exe- 
cute, conceptions  by  which  the  human  race  is  benefited, 
thus  insuring  the  preservation  of  a  national  pride  and 
a  national  soul.  As  to  the  logic  of  that  conviction,  one 
has  only  to  contemplate  the  tragedies  of  Greece  and 
Rome. 

Rome,  with  all  her  splendor  and  achievements,  be- 
came void  of  gratitude  and  remembering  not  the  men 
who  made  her  great,  soon  sacrificed  her  soul,  and  being 
drunk  with  vanity  and  greed,  the  ramparts  of  her 
national  pride  were  broken  down  and  Rome  with  all 
her  splendor  faded  into  mist. 
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Grt'rre  t'oi'  a  tiiiu'  was  difTercnt,  and  during  that 
period  led  all  tlio  world  in  culture,  art  and  greatness; 
in  the  doul)le  centuries  tliat  had  their  hirth  five  liini- 
dred  years  before  the  Ciiristian  era,  Greece  paid  due 
honor  to  lier  men  of  arts ;  more  lionor  did  she  pay  to 
them  than  to  the  art  which  they  created,  for  Greece 
was  great,  and  being  gi-eat,  she  gave  due  credit  to  the 
men  who  made  her  great,  and  thereupon  they  made 
her  greater. 

Then  came  the  day  when  Greece  paid  honor  to  re- 
sults alone,  when  life  grew  cheaper  than  her  art,  and 
thinking  more  of  temple  than  of  builder,  she  lost  those 
who  designed,  and  bore  no  son  who  understood  the 
structure.  Thus  did  she  emphasize  results  instead  of 
men,  and  thus  did  she  descend  from  tlie  towering 
heights  of  glory  to  the  paupered  de]itlis  of  (k^grada- 
tion. 

Greece  flourished  iind  was  great  wliih'  locked  with- 
in her  breast  there  lived  a  soul,  but  when  no  longer 
on  the  noble  brow  she  placed  tlie  "Laurel"  and  the 
"Oak",  her  soul  its  prison  walls  did  ))reak  and  time 
wrote  'finis'  in  her  book  of  life. 

The  Bitual. 

The  Bitual  of  the  Order  is  a  dramatization  of 
human  experience  designed  to  impress  upon  its  mem- 
bers the  great  truths  of  life,  formulating  the  stages 
of  American  civilization  into  Five  Degrees. 

First — The  Archaic  Degree  representing  scenes  of 
the  distant  past,  when  individuals  first  learned  that 
greater  progress  could  be  made  through  organized 
activities,  and  though  forming  no  official  part  of  their 
government,  devoted  themselves  to  constructive  eiTort, 
designed  for  the  betterment  of  existing  conditions  and 
the  development  of  hiunan  ))rogress. 
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Such  organizations  oxisted  thonsaiids  of  years  be- 
fore the  Christian  Era  and  in  all  intervening  periods 
have  left  indelibly  upon  jxisterity  the  marks  of  their 
efforts. 

Second — TIw  Sijinljolic  Dcf/rcc,  depicting-  men  in  an 
age  when  through  the  order  of  progress  they  had  come 
to  recognize  and  understand  with  a  certain  degree  of 
accuracy  the  niarvek)us  oi-der  of  the  Universe;  to  con- 
stantly reach  ujjward  in  their  desire  for  enlightenment, 
ever  holding  in  veneration  the  mysterious  works  of 
the  Divine  Creator  though  worshipping  with  a  bliud 
pathetic  faith  inanimate  objects  to  which  they  gave 
the  names  of  Deities. 

The  age  depicted  in  this  Degree  was  that  when  men 
had  learned  to  express  life  and  nature  in  jjoetic  forms 
which  we  call  Art,  Mythology  and  Poetry,  using  sym- 
bolism as  their  vehicle  of  expression. 

Third — Tlw  Di-f/rcr  of  AspUatioii,  dealing  with  tlie 
last  four  centuries  and  leading  up  to  the  i^resent  mo- 
ment, when  the  progress  of  a  single  day  surpasses  that 
of  a  thousand  years  of  any  preceding  age. 

In  formulating  the  teachings  of  this  Degree  the 
Ritual  draws  upon  those  activities  which  have  domi- 
nated America  since  European  civilization  was  here 
transplanted,  illustrating  the  human  mind  in  rebellion 
against  despotism,  escaping  from  its  bondage,  trans- 
ferred to  .American  soil  from  many  and  varied  nations 
— fusing  into  a  great  new  Racial  Character  and  de- 
veloping ideals  of  liberty,  self-government  and  justice 
which  can  only  l)e  characterized  as  American. 

Fouiih — The  Drt/rcc  of  Honor,  representing  a  re- 
ward for  meritorious  labors  in  the  field  of  useful  en- 
<leavor  and  the  call  to  higher  and  more  accomplished 
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l<'jftli — Thr  Dcf/icc  iif  Disliiirtidii,  i-c])r('s('iitini;-  the 
liio-hest  state  of  perfeetimi  in  the  work  of  the  Order, 
a  degree  to  which  a  iiienil)er  can  he  admitted  only 
after  having  served  tlie  Orrh'r  and  its  ideals  in  a  true 
and  loyal  spirit  ratlu'r  than  in  a  ]ierfnnctory  manner; 
a  Degree  in  which,  the  Order  i)ays  due  honor  to  the 
man  rather  than  to  the  art  which  he  created. 

I iiifidtiii  1/  ('frctiii)iiies. 

Associations  of  men  have  existed  from  \'ery  ancient 
times  and  sonu'  of  the  Orders  of  today  claim  close  re- 
lationshi))  to  or  actual  heritage  from  those  older  asso- 
ciations. In  a  like  manner  the  Order  of  Aiiciciit  nud 
DIodrrii  ^1)1! erica  utilizes  in  some  of  its  secret  work 
the  mysterious  cerononials  in  vogue  at  the  courts  of 
ecjually  Ancient  Monarchs  and  other  prehistoric  rulers 
of  American  anti(|uity. 

Using  these  ancient  rites  as  a  vehicle,  the  Order 
teaches  the  romantic  history  of  the  New  Wm-ld,  incor- 
porating therein  the  nuist  elahoi-ate,  dignitied  and 
beautiful  ceremonies  vet  attempted  1)\  anv  Historical 
Order. 
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These  teachings  take  the  initiate  from  the  ages  past 
whose  mighty  deeds  and  achievements  have  remained 
for  aeons  inijjrisoned  in  cliiseh'd  stone,  down  tlirougii 
the  centnries  when  the  Old  World  sent  to  this  ('outi- 
uent  chivalric  men  to  hlaze  the  pathway  for  a  modern 
civilization  and  Christian  faith,  along  which  our 
Amei'ican  Nations  hax'e  been  hnilded. 

In  this  lirticliurc  will  he  found  illustrations  made 
from  jilidtngraiilis  of  some  of  the  ruined  temples,  pyra- 
mids and  palaces  of  those  ancient  American  races,  the 
period  of  whose  existence  has  baffled  the  light  of 
science  and  jjuzzled  the  lore  of  the  antiquarian. 

In  the  ceremonials  of  the  Order,  cai-eful  attention 
has  been  given  to  their  historical  accuracy  as  they 
relate  to  the  mysterious  and  romantic  events  of  the 
Three  Americas,  and  the  member  who  has  taken  his 
degree  in  the  Order  comes  forth  with  his  mental  hori- 
zon widened,  with  his  faitli  that  lies  in  humanity 
strengthened  and  with  an  abiding  conviction  that  in- 
telligence and  virtue  are  not  a  new  growth  ui)on  the 
human  stock  s])rung  forth  within  the  past  decade  of 
centuries,  Imt  rather  have  liad  an  undisturbed  continu- 
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ity  amoug  the  jieoples  and  nations  of  America  from  a 
very  ancient  ])eri()(l  to  the  present  time. 

Tims  does  the  Order  estahlisli  its  chiim  to  be  the 
only  all-American  society  founded  upon  well  accred- 
ited events  in  the  history  of  the  Western  Hemisphere, 
many  of  which  antedate  tlie  Christian  Era;  hence  the 
Order  has  been  aptly  termed  the  Historical  Order  of 
the  New  World,  and  as  such,  believes  that  in  honoring 
the  great  achievements  of  the  past,  the  present  is  en- 
nobled and  the  future  enriched. 

Structure  of  tlie  Order. 

To  effectually  carry  out  these  jmrimses  the  Order 
has  been  provided  with  a  highly  organized  and  per- 
fected legal  machinery  operating  under  a  government 
which  has  been  worked  out  by  a  coterie  of  legal  minds 
well  versed  in  the  law  and  practical  workings  of  fra- 
ternal and  commercial  societies. 

The  governing  bodies  of  the  Order  consist  of  Five 
Dc]iartinents,  the  titles  and  jx^rsonnel  of  which  are  as 
follows : 


First — An  elective  legislatiA'i 


liodv  known  as 


the 


Coiitniciiidl  CdiDicils,  composed  of  one  representative 
from  each  Teocalli  elected  annually,  the  divisions  of 
North,  South  and  Central  America  each  having  a  Con- 
tinental Council. 

Second — A  Judicial  ]x)dy  in  each  Continental  Coun- 
cil knowu  as  the  Trihinial.  These  bodies  consist  of 
five  members  each,  appointed  by  the  Presidents  of  their 
respective  Councils  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate  there- 
of, their  terms  of  office  being  three  years. 

Third — A  DipIo)nafic  Bod//  known  as  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  consisting  of  five  members  api)ointed 
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by  tlie  Sovereii^n  Consul  of  State,  tlu'ir  term  of  office 
bein,^'  fixed  by  the  Sovereign  Consul  of  State. 

FoHitli — All  Academic  Body  known  as  the  Acad- 
cnni,  comijosed  of  live  ni('iiil)ers  ap))ointed  by  tlic  Sov- 
ereis'ii  Consul  (Jeiicral  and  confirmod  by  the  Sovereign 
Council.    Their  term  of  office  being  three  years. 

Fill  It — All  Exi'cntive  Bodij  icnowii  as  the  Sovereign 
CoKiicil,  consisting  of  not  more  than  twenty-five  active 
members  and  an  indefinite  number  of  Sovereign  Con- 
suls Honorary,  the  active  members  being  elected  for 
three  years  each. 

The  Sovereign  Council  is  the  supreme  authority 
of  the  Order,  its  Officers  consisting  of  a  Sovereign 
Consul  General ;  Sovereign  ^"ice-Consul  General  of  the 
North;  Sovereign  \'ice-Consul  General  of  the  South; 
Sovereign  Consul  of  State ;  Sovereign  Consul  of  Just- 
ice; Sovereign  Consul  of  Administration;  Sovereign 
Consul  of  Finance  and  Sovereign  Ins|)ector  (icneral. 

Home  i)f  ihe  Order. 

In  the  near  future  it  is  proposed  to  erect  in  some 
suitable  ])lace  a  iierniaiieiit  Home  from  where  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Order  will  be  directed.  The  Administration 
Building  will  be  a  facsimile  of  that  Ancient  Maya  Gov- 
ernor's Palace  at  I'xmal,  which  as  it  stands  today,  in 
the  wilds  of  Yucatan,  has  been  pronounced  one  of  the 
world's  wonders  in  architecture,  a  silent  monument 
to  tlie  handicraft  of  a  race  of  men  long  past  and  gone. 

In  this  building  the  Governing  Body  of  the  Order 
will  have  its  home  and  from  there  the  Academy  will 
send  forth  to  all  the  local  Teocalli  the  Commercial, 
Educational  and  Historical  matter  referred  to  in  the 
preceding  chapters. 
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.Vdinissidii  to  inciiihci'slii]}  in  the  Order  is  i^'aincd 
tlirougli  the  loeal  Teocalli,  wliicli  are  authorized  to 
confer  upon  its  nieinl)ers  tiie  tirst  three  degrees,  the 
fourth  degree  being  c't)nferred  b.y  the  Continental  Conn- 
cils,  and  the  tiftli,  l)y  the  Sovereign  Council. 

Membership  in  the  ( )r(ler  is  regulated  by  a  selective 
svstem  whereby  no  a]ii)lieation  for  nienil)ershi])  can  be 
received,  the  object  l)eing  that  the  Order  does  not  seek 
to  include  those  who  might  wish  to  join  merely  for 
vanity  or  curiosity's  sake,  nor  does  it  desire  to  include 
as  members  those  whose  interest  in  the  ideals  and  pur- 
poses of  the  Order  would  be  of  a  perfunctory  nature. 

There  is  nothing  more  practical  than  an  ideal  iu 
which  men  lielieve,  therefore,  it  licing  the  desire  of  the 
Order  to  make  of  each  individual  membership  a  valua- 
ble asset  to  the  member,  it  would  be  unjust  to  the  Order 
and  to  its  members  to  include  those  who  were  so  far 
devoid  of  gratitude  as  to  be  indifferent  to,  or  unappre- 
ciative  of,  the  efforts  of  others  who  are  striving  to  aid 
and  assist  their  fellow  m<'mbers. 

The  Order  holds  that  it  is  the  will  of  man  which 
shapes  his  fate,  and  the  enthusiasm  of  life  which  shapes 
his  will,  therefore,  the  negligible  activities  of  a  member 
would  be  of  no  benefit  to  himself  or  to  the  Organiza- 
tion. 

With  this  idea  in  view,  the  name  of  a  i)erson  must 
first  be  proposed  by  three  members  of  the  Order.  The 
proposal  is  then  referred  to  the  Membership  Commit- 
tee, and  if  their  report  is  favorable,  the  proposal  is 
submitted  to  the  Membership  of  the  Teoealli. 

If,  after  a  certain  period,  no  objection  is  offered, 
an  invitation  signed  by  the  Secretarv  and  the  Pi-esiding 
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Offiopr  of  the  Teocalli  is  sent  to  tlic  proposed  member 
invitiiii"-  him  to  join  with  the  Order  in  the  work  it  has 
uii(h'rtaken. 

Tliis  system  naturally  prevents  eorapetition  with 
other  Orders  from  the  standpoint  of  numbers,  the  plan 
automatically  makiui^'  of  its  membership  one  of  (|uality 
rather  than  (|uantity,  thereby  insuring  a  congenial  and 
(|nalitied  body  of  men  who  ai-e  true  and  loyal  to  the 
ideals  and  principles  of  the  Order. 

In  the  selection  of  its  members  the  Order  seeks  to 
include  men  who  have  achieved  something'  of  marked 
usefulness  in  the  world,  men  who  asjjire  to  higlier 
levels  of  thought  and  action,  who  look  upon  humanity 
as  a  brotherliood,  who  regard  life  as  a  divine  endow- 
ment, and  who,  aside  from  their  customary  duties  as 
men  of  affairs,  are  seeking  to  extend  their  usefulness 
in  the  advancement  and  well-being  of  the  individual, 
the  races  and  the  nations  of  America. 

F'nnile. 

In  conclnsion  it  is  only  just  to  state  that  the  ( )r(hH' 
is  the  result  of  nearly  five  years  of  earnest  labor  by 
a  coterie  of  men  from  North,  South  and  Central  Ameri- 
ca who  today  are  occu))ying  the  highest  positions  with- 
in the  gift  of  the  leading  Universities,  the  Oonunercial, 
Professional  and  Financial  Institutions  and  the  re- 
spective Governments  of  the  Three  Americas  in  which 
they  live. 

If  the  story  told  herein  will  ajjpeal  to  men  of  sincere 
motives  to  the  extent  that  they  will  participate  in  the 
advancement  of  the  ideals  and  principles  which  the 
Order  seeks  to  ]>romote,  then  will  the  author  feel  that 
his  efforts  have  not  been  in  vain. 
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